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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, XA, US 

SUBJECT: AMBASSADOR YOUNG'S CONVERSATION WITH BOTSWANA VICE PRESIDENT 
QUETT MASIRE 

1 . AMBASSADOR YOUNG MET WITH BOTSWANA VICE PRESIDENT MASIRE 
FEBRUARY 6 TO REVIEW SOUTHERN AFRICAN PROBLEMS. MASIRE OPENED 

THE CONVERSATION BY SAYING THAT BOTSWANA HAD A VERY LARGE REFUGEE 
PROBLEM. RECENTLY ABOUT 500 STUDENTS HAD WALKED INTO BOTSWANA. 

THE GROUPS COMING IN ARE NOT FRIENDLY TO ONE ANOTHER AND ARE 
FIGHTING AMONG THEMSELVES IN THE REFUGEE CAMPS. HE ASKED FOR 
AMERICAN ASSISTANCE. 

2. MASIRE SAID SMITH CAN ONLY SURVIVE AS LONG AS HE IS SUPPORTED 

BY VORSTER. KISSINGER SHOULD HAVE COME EARLIER TO SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

HE SHOULD HAVE MADE IT CLEAR THAT THERE ARE OTHER PARTIES WHICH 
NEED TO BE CONSULTED. AMBASSADOR YOUNG ASKED IF THERE WERE 
ANYONE IN RHODESIA WITH WHOM BOTSWANA WAS IN REGULAR CONTACT AND 
MASIRE SAID NO. 

HE SAID IT WOULD BE DIFFICULT TO TALK TO OTHER 
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WHITES WHILE SMITH IS STILL THERE. 

3. AMBASSADOR YOUNG ASKED ABOUT BOTSWANA'S VIEWS ON THE 
PATRIOTIC FRONT. MASIRE EVADED THE QUESTION AND SAID THAT 
VORSTER IS THE MAN WHO HOLDS THE CARDS; THE GAME IS OVER WHEN 
VORSTER SAYS IT IS OVER. TURNING BACK TO THE PATRIOTIC FRONT. 

MASIRE SAID THE FRONT WAS ANNOYED WHEN IT APPEARED THAT THEY 
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WERE NEGOTIATING WITH THE UK RATHER THAN SMITH. THE PATRIOTIC 
FRONT CAN BE BROUGHT BACK TO GENEVA. 

4. AMBASSADOR YOUNG ASKED MASIRE FOR HIS EVALUATION OF IVOR 
RICHARD. MASIRE SAID RICHARD WENT TO GENEVA WITH HIGH HOPES 
BUT BECAME DISILLUSIONED. MUCH TIME WAS WASTED IN GENEVA AND 
SMITH REFUSED TO PARTICIPATE, ONLY TALKING WITH THE PRESS ABOUT 
TERRORIST ACTIVITIES. 

5. AMBASSADOR YOUNG SAID HE DID NOT BELIEVE THE US WOULD GET 
INVOLVED MILITARILY. WE COULD ONLY GET INVOLVED IN A PEACEFUL 
WAY, IN PURSUIT OF A PEACEFUL SOLUTION. WE WOULD LIKE TO MAINTAIN 
GOOD RELATIONS WITH THE FRONT LINE STATES. MASIRE SAID IF THE UN 
AND THE US AVOIDED INVOLVEMENT, THEN IT WAS UP TO THE FRONT LINE 
STATES WHO HELD THE CARDS. THERE WERE FAULTS ON THE SIDE OF THE 
NATIONALISTS, BUT HE BELIEVED THEY COULD BE BROUGHT BACK TO 
NEGOTIATIONS. 

6. COMMENT: WE BELIEVE MASIRE MAY HAVE MISSPOKEN WHEN HE 
ASSERTED THAT THE FRONT WAS ANNOYED THAT IT APPEARED THEY WERE 
NEGOTIATING WITH THE UK RATHER THAN SMITH. THIS IS THE REVERSE 
OF THE POSITION OF OTHER FRONT LINE PRESIDENTS. 
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